




many fine things” if she would write in his book. One of 
her many claims involved Spectral Evidence. This was 
admissible in the court at Salem and became a powerful 
weapon. The accused would often state they saw the 
specter of another colonist appear before them. It was the 
responsibility of the colonist to prove their innocence. 



Osborne). She said there were additional names, but she 
could not make them out. This sparked the hysteria that 
there were more witches living among them.





good character was presented to Governor Sir William 
Phips, who granted a reprieve,but the outcry from the 
Afflicted Girls was so intense that he eventually 
withdrew it. She was executed for witchcraft on July 19, 
1692.





protest that he could not be a witch. Mather happened to 
be at the hanging because he wanted to make an 
example out of Burroughs and made the following 
statement, “...the devil often had been transformed into 
the Angel of Light.” The spectators appeared to be 
appeased by Mather’s proclamation regarding the trickery appeased by Mather’s proclamation regarding the trickery 
of the Devil. However, the seeds of doubt began to 
spread.



OTHER NOTABLE PEOPLE



He was not directly involved in the trials, but wrote a letter 
to the courts that they interpreted as approval for the trials 
to go on.

He continued to attempt to execute those convicted of 
witchcraft even after Governor Phips forbade it. 



following lawsuit resulted in a deepening 
of the bitter feud. Later the Putnams 
repeatedly petitioned the town in an 
effort to obtain political independence 
for the village, and the Porters opposed 
them. Eventually, the Putnams achieved 
that independence and ultimately the 
popower to influence the witch trials.

THE FAMILIES

enterprises. Their wealth made them 
targets of jealously and envy. The head targets of jealously and envy. The head 
of the family, John, was outspoken about 
the witch trials and of those that would 
take the word of the “Afflicted” Girls. 
Being that outspoken against the trials 
was a fatal mistake.



CONCLUSION

The horrors and damage that occurred in Salem and the 
surrounding area have become a part of New England 
lore. The presumption of innocence had been present in 
English common law for years, but was noticeably absent 
in Salem. The witch trials may have largely contributed 
to “innocent until proven guilty” becoming a more 
prevalent concept in the American legal system. 

A number of factors contributed to the end of the Salem 
witch trials. There were doubters from the beginning, 
but the number of people questioning how many witches 
could possibly be among them increased as the trials 
wore on. Mary Warren’s claim that the afflicted girls 
were lying, Margaret Jacobs recanting her testimony and 
Reverand George Burroughs reciting the Lord’s Prayer 
perfectly while on the gallperfectly while on the gallows were all events that 
added to the growing disbelief that all who were 
executed were witches.

The Afflicted Girls gained power and 
notoriety typically unavailable to women of 
the time. At one point, their names were 
published in the London papers. As their 
fame grew, so did their boldness.
Eventually, they accused Governor 
WWilliam Phip’s wife of witchcraft. Upon 
hearing this, the Governor stopped legal 
proceedings and Judge Stoughton was no 

forbidden from executing those convicted. A battle of wills 
ensued, with the Governor eventually winning. All those 
jailed were released by January of 1693.


